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nothing. His armies were billeted in Miinchengratz; in
Bohemia, but as he could not make up his mind what
to do, he remained completely inactive. In June the
Russians defeated Frederick at Ziillichau and came to
join their Austrian allies.

This time Frederick had acted too quickly. He
successfully drove back another Russian contingent
from Frankfort on the Oder and then attacked a detach-
ment of Austrians who, under General Laudon, had
hurried north to help the Russians. But Frederick
suffered a terrible defeat in the battle of Kunersdorf
which followed. His situation was extremely serious;
the French had again occupied Hanover; Silesia was
once more in the hands of the Austrians. He was sur-
rounded by enemies. Most men would have given
up hope, but Frederick at once determined to take
advantage of the lack of co-ordination between the
Russians and the Austrians.

The Austrians had entered Saxony and captured
Dresden, and Frederick's troops were defeated at Maxen,
but he was able to drive the Russians out of Lower
Silesia. He was very anxious but not desperate. " If
you saw me now, you would hardly recognise me. I
am old, broken, grey-haired, and wrinkled. I am
losing my teeth and my gaiety," he wrote truthfully to
Voltaire, but as the tone of this letter shows, he was
already feeling cheerful enough to dramatise himself,
and he was making plans once more to reconquer the
entire province of Silesia.

The Austrian victory of Maxen and the occupation
of Dresden were celebrated in Vienna as a great victory*
Actually, if Daua had been abler, Frederick's defeat at
Kunersdorf might have brought about Ms ralitaiy
extinction. Maria Theresa was now painfiiQy